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SHA CANNON THROUGH THE aGES 
Winthrop Pratt, Jr. 


Having been plagued for years by the frequent (and some— 
times puzzlire) references to various types of ordnance used 
at sea, the writer docided to investigate with the hope of 
finding at leest som» of the definitions of the many types in 
order to make a compote study. Having “put his head in the 
cannon's mouth," sc to speak, it is hoped that the following™ 
brief notes will help. ‘The writer wili sincerely appreciate * 


any criticisms for cr ageinst and will aay welcome any 
further inforination. 


ASPICKE derives from Spanish and Italian threagh Greek Aspide 
or asp (aspic). Latin Coluber Aspis, a sorpent. A 16th 
century piscce mentioned by Ffoulkes (who apparently quotes 
from Nortsr} and he merely says it was a piece of small 
calibor. Farrow, apnarontly quoting Saint Remy, however, 
says it was a 12-pounder, 11 foet long, 4,250 lbs. woight. 
Has anyono i::formation? 


ASPIDI of the samo dorivation as abovo and (possibly) an Ital-— 
dan form of Aspicko. aA lato 34th contury gun mentioned by 
Tartaglia in 158% as.a 12-pounder of 5¢ foct longth and 
1300 pounds woignt.” (Probably bronzo)e. 
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ARMSTRONG GUN developed by Sir William armstrong in 1854. A 
very strong, heavy gun with a rifled barrel. There was a 
9—inch, 12 ton gun and a 100 ton gun. Similar (in principle) 
to the ancient hooped guns, these were made of long iron 
bars, coiled spirally, and welded together to form a tube, 
which was then shrunk upon an inner tube of steel. There 
was a 25—pounder, similar to the Frazer gun, and in 1859 the 
British used 40-, 70—, and 100—pounder armstrong breech— 

loaders for the navy. 


ARQUEBUSE a CROC. A hand-gun or wall=piece of brass or bronze, 
apparently used with some variations, in the 17th and 18th 
centuries by both the French and the English, as well as 
other European countries, both on land and sea. When mounted 
"a croc,” or in an iron fork, it became a sort of swivel gun. 

De Gravierre, describes it as of bronze, about 10 pounds in 
weight, and about one meter, or 39-33 inches in length. It 
was sometimes mounted in a sort of grooved carriage, but this 
is simply a primitive type of gunstock and forearm. Saint 
Remy, 1745, describes this piece as between the cannon and 
the musket, and having the same effect as the smallest cali~ 
ber of cannon. It fired a lead ball made especially for it, 
and the piece varied in length. He says the name "Meurtri- 
erres" was sometimes applied to these pieces. Can-this then @ 
be the origin or derivation of the term "Murthering=piece”? 

2 am inclined to think so. . 


BALISTA. Not a gun. A sort of catapult, but too heavy for 
use at sea. | 


‘BASE. & light gun or hand—gun of the early 17th century. 
Norton describes it as a g—pounder of 1.25 inches caliber 
and weighing 200 pounds. Apparently of English origin, 
it is the smallest gun listed by Norton. Mountaine, in 
1747, lists a $—pounder of 1.69 inches caliber, 3% feot 
long and weighing 150 pounds. ‘hese were swivels. This 
pieco must not be confused with the "Basilisk", a much 
heavier gun. The "Basc" and the “Basis" wore-similar. 


BASIL. Samo derivation as "Basilisk". A small "Basilisk" 
or “Basilisco". A 16th contury picce. ("Basil® also .-. 

‘means tho tanned sheepskin used in the arsenal, -according 
to Farrow.) 


BASILISK, from a famous mythical serpent, also a Greok word 
moaning "Little King”. & 16th century English gun (not 
mentionod by Tartaglia). Ffoulkos says it was 8 inches 
, caliber and 4 tons in woight. Clowes mentions ene of 5 
inches caliber, firing a 14 pound shot, and weighing 4,000 & 
pounds. Noither authority gives any clues as to longth, 
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but Lucar says that “Basilisks" aro 1 9/22 calibers thicknoss 
at tho touch-holo, 41,/44 calibers at tho trunnions, and 5/11 
calibors at tho muzzilo, ‘Ho moans at the astragal, or just 
back of tho swollings.) fo22 into disuso bocauso of its 
unwoildiness. Farrcw says some wero 10 foot long, and Saint 
Romy (1746) lists a 48-roundor, 7,200 pounds in woight,. and 
10 foct long as an ‘anciont typo'. 


BASIS (a Potricra a Braga). A stono-throwing hand-gun, usually 
a brooch—loador, said to have beon invontod by Beccalua. 
Used during the 16th and 17th conturios, usually of brass, 
and omploved by tho British, Italians, Spanish and porhaps 
by othor netions but with a difforont namo. Lloyd and Had— 
cock snow it as a hand-gun with tho romovable brooch=picca, 
but Lammorsloy says it was somctimos a l2={poundor or a 14= 
pounder, tho woight boing sixty-two timos that of tho shot. 


(I porsonaily bolicve that Hammorsloy has confused this pioco 
with tho 22542".) 


BASTARD, a torm moaning a picco somowhoro botwoon tho logitimato 
Pioco and the khalf=pioce. Tho torm is applicd variously, as 
“bastard cannon," "“culvorin bastard,” "bastard sakor" (somo- 


timos callod a “polican"), otc., and-rofors to tho thicknoss 
of motel, and not to the calibor. 


BLAKELY GUN, namod aftor its invontor. a cast=—iron gun with 
roinforcing rings shrunk upon it. Hammorsloy doscribos it 
as "an inncr tubo of low stool, tho noxt of high stool, ovor 
which an outor cast-iron jackot to which tho trunnions woro 
attachod, was placod with sufficiont tonsion to mako contact.” 
This gun camo into use about tho timo of tho Civil War in 
Amorica,. 


To bo continuod. 


THE COMMODORE WRITS? a Li. TTGR 
Bruce Grant 


On a wintry aftornoon in January, 1834, Commodoro Isaac 
Hull, who had boon confinod with a bad cold, sat down and wrote 
a lettor of nild consuro to an 01d shipmato, Charles Ludlow. 


Hull, then commandant of tho Washington Navy Yard, hoard 
that Ludlow had boon in Washington and had loft without finding 
time to pay &@ cail. Hull was disappointod, but the vory sound 
of Ludlow's nemo had awakonod in tho old scadog*s mind a train 
of thought which had carriod him back to his days in tho tropical 


wators of the West Indios and tho bluo dopths of tho Moditorranocan. 
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"I wishod particularly to havo talked over our pleasant 
cruise in tho little Adams,*® he wroto, porhaps somowhat wistfully. 
He had boon "obliged to lay-to for a fow days with tho main top-— 

_ Sail aback on account of not having beon wot with salt wator for 


@ long time (or having boon, too much wot with fresh wator in 
tho lato galo)." 


With nothing to do’ and promptod by that urgo to rominisco 
that comcs with ago ana the advonturos of long ago that wore 
associatcd with the name of Ludlow and the rest, ho had been 
looking over liottors, orders and othor papers which had accumu— 
-latod during his thirty-six yoars in tho Navy, "and many 
ploasant occurences camo to mind.* 


The Commodore's hand might have shaken a trifle because of 
the chuckles which rippled along his vast expanse of vest, as he 
recallod that cruiso in the U. S. Frigate Adams in tho bay of 
Gibraltor curing the War with Tripoli, and "our narrow escape 
from gotting on shore on Cuberita Point, when young Decatur got 
the ship in irons there and could not get her out of irons or 
out of difficulty.” 


"Do you remember," hc continued, “what passed between Captain 
- and myself, when I came on deck-with my old striped trousers ®@ 


in my hand, standing on one of the quarterdeck guns and trying 
to put them on?” 


The quill pen spluttered and, “You recollect I took the dock 
in the greates confusion. They h2i.attempted to put the ship in 
stays, and in the confusion she missed stays and one yard was 
hanging one way and another the other. There was not room to 
fire, for the rocks wore vory near on the woather bow, and the 
@iamond rock under our lec.” 


That was a situation. Hull had boon asleep bolow when he 
heard all the shouting on deck and somothing ebout rocks. 
He snatched up his trousers, hurried topsido end botween 
commands and balancing hitsolf on the gun he had tried end 
tried to slip on his trouserse Huli was a fat, rotund indi— 
vidual, you know. It still struck him as funny, that scone. 


_*But no timo was to bo lost. I diroctod the mon to go 
to their stations and ware ship and said to Captain 
‘koep yourself cool, and wo shall gct the ship off.' TCool,! 
ho said, 'I am @s cool as a cucumber. Do you soo tho rocks, -do 
you seo the rocks?! I answored I did, but we could not help 
it — somothing must bo dono. I was thon in the act of waroing 
tho ship. Ho,then said 'You will be on tho diamond, you will 
be on the diamond} I boliove I said, 'D_n diamond) Wo 
can't help it. The ship must bo wore.’ You rocol«ect wo had 
for’a long time a by-word *Do you see the rocks? D__n ithe 
diamond,*" 
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Captein Hugh G. Campbcll, who had como into tho Navy 
eaftor Hull and from the U. S. Rovonuo Sorvico, had takon tho 
Adams out ot Now York for tho Moditorranoan station aftor Hull 
himsolf had thought ho was going to command hor. It affordod 
tho old Commodoro groat satisfaction ovon to that day to ro— 
call how ho took tho command eway from Campbell on that occa 


sion and how tho watchword on that ship long eftor was "Koop 
yoursolf cools" 


Hull thoughtfully wrote Ludlow: "If you havo a porfoct 
roccllicoction cl thet affair I should much like to havo your 
rolation of tho circumstancos, and your candid opinion whothor 
you do not ‘5oisve that the ship would havo boon lost if I had 
not actcod wit: tno promptness that I did?" Thon, in ovon moro 
sorious voin ro rocallod: “Previous to that I savod tho Con— 


stitution whue  _ commandod hor, and I do think that I 
saved the Ajais on ti.at occasion. It may bo woll to havo thoso 
things on fparcur, hut I do not wish to mako any uso cf thom." 


Savod tic Constitution’ Not tho timo ho savod hor from 
the British squadron off Egg Harbor in July, 1812 
od his ship ainy in a doad calm from somo of tho Royal Navy's 
finost scaman. No, whon sho was commanded by e Ho moant 
Commodore S:las Talbot, of courso, whon tho lattor was in 
command of thc San Drmingo station during tho Quasi-War with 
Franco. That incidcnt is such as a truo sailor liko Hull would 


havo brought up — thoro wore tochnical points involvod which 
warmod a soaman's hoart. 


In going ovor his old papors during that cold January 
day Hull would have turned up his journal which ho kopt whilo 
on board the frigato Constitution in 1800 and whon, although 
only a first iioutonant, ho was acting captain of tho commo-— 
dore's fleg ship. Talbot himsolf was an old soldior and was 
not crodited with knowing any too much about tho finor points 
of working a ship. 


Hull would havo turnod to thc journal dated July 22, 1800 
and would hevo road again in his own words just how ho savod 
tho Constitution. At that timo thoy woro moored in Capo Fran- 
cois Roads. wetoring ship and ropairing thc mainmast. It was 
cn Tuesday ani Hul2, as was customary bogan his ontry at noon, 


dosigneting i*% as July 22 whon tho timo actually was from noon, 


July 21 to noun, July 22. Noverthcoloss, this would bo tho 
exciting story he would havo roads 


"Frosh breozes and hazy Woathor swayod up Top Gt. 


Masts.bor% tho Main and Maintopsails Top Gt. Sails Bmploy— 


od Rigging Top Gt. Mast and Clcaring ship for Soa up top 
Gt. Yards. At 1 AM voor'd away on tho Bost Bowor and un- 


whon ho walk— 
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moored Ship. At 3 hove short on the Best bower and made 
the Signal for sailing by firing a Gun and Loosing the 
Topsail at Day light Weighed and made all Sail (winds Vble) 
In order to proceed to Sea we had two Pilots which were 
Chosen by Genl. Stevens In entering the Channel which is 
narrow and in depth 7, 8 & 9 faths. and wont (was not) 

More than 4 Cables wide it came on a Dead Salm came to 
with the best Bcwer to prevent falling on the western Bra— 
ker At 7 a Breere sprung up from the Westward Weighed & 
Stood along by ihe western Reef which Made the weather 

Side near the north part of the western Zreakers & nearly 
abreast of the Outer Porte we was suddenly taken a a 
with the wind from the Northde 


Immediately the wind from the Eastd. Came too with 
the two Bowers as the Reef afforded no room to veer away 
Clew'd up amain & furl'd sails a Swell from North brought 
her Stern home to the Reef. the Ship then Struck abaft. 
which Shock was Sensibly felt and Violently repeated Made 
the Siecal for Assistance which was Instantly Obeyed by 
the Ainsrican Shipping Laying in the Harbour we ran out 
the stream Anchor nearly 200 fathoms to windward on which 
we hove Transported the aft Guns forward & hove off weigh— @ 
ed the two Bowers and hove nearly Into the Middle of the 
Channel came too with the Best Bower & Veer'd to a third 
of a Cable it was 17 minutes past 8 aM when we Struck & 
4 Minutes past 9 when we hove off At 10 let Go the small 
Bower & veor'd away on the Best 
The ship makes no more Water than Usual 


That *s what he meant in his letter by saving the Consti- 
tution “when commanded hor." This grand old ship took 
a lot of beating in her day. She was hogged when launched and 
this was not corrected until about tho time Hull was writing 
this lotter. But the damage she suffered from boing on the 
outreef at Cape Francois was not found until three years later 
when they were rocopporing her bottom so Preble could tako her 
to the Meditorranean. Thon cagy oid “Jumping Biliy” Haraden, 
sailing master, looked at her when she was hove down and ontor= 
ed in his log book: "The ships false keel was considorably 
chaffed which was occassioned by being on the Reef near Cape 
Francois." (ND 2d 2 p.454) 


But back te Hull's lottor. The Commodore is saate writing 
about Captain Campbell and tho frigate Adams. "Captain 

was a very good man, and we made ourselvos very-happy under him, 

but ho had not that cool judgement and action that sometimes is 
necessary to get out of difficulty, and on that ocsasion it was e@ 
particularly manifest. He was more alarmed than ho was whon 

Miss walked up the poach-troo to get him somo fine 

peaches, and whon sho camo down, bohold! hor wig was hanging 
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on to a limb. You know wo did bolicvo that Captain 
would havo liked the cash tho old man would loavo, but this 
businoss of the wig was a bad mistako — all was ovor." 


Porhaps tho Commodoro had as much fun in writing tho lottor 
and thinking ovor tho old days as ho might havo in scoing and 
talking to Ludlow. Anywey ho said, this "givos mo an opportun— 
ity of giving you a scolding for not:lotting mo soo you whon 
you woro in Washington." 


COMMODORE RCDGERS' CRUISE . 


(Roprintod from tho Wookly Wandoror for Octobor 14, 1813) 


Copy cf a lottor from Commodoro Rodgors te tho Socrotary 
of tho Navy. datod - 


Ue S. Frigato Presidont, Nowport 
Soptombor 27, 1813. 


Sir -— Your having been informed of my leaving Boston on 
the 23d of Apr'.l last, and of my departure from President Road 
in company witli the Congress, on the 30th of the same month, 

@ it now only remains for me to make you acquainted with my pro— 
ceedings since the latter date. 


In a few hours after getting to sea, the wind, which had 
been light from the eastward shifting to the S. H. and obliged 
me to beat, consequently pravented our getting clear of the 
bay until the 3d of May, when in chase of an English brig of 
war, near tne shoal of George's Bank, we passed to windward 
of three sail, two of which, from their appearance and the 
information previously received, I judged to be the La Hogue 
74, and Nymph frigate and the third a merchant brig. After 
getting cicsr of George's Bank, the wind veered to the north. 
eastward, ard we continued along east southerly, in the direo- 
tion of the southern edge of the Gulf Stream until the Sth of 
May in lon. 60 W. lat. 39 30 N. when I parted company with the 
Congress. After parting company I shaped a course as near as 
the wind would permit, to intercept the enemy's West India 
commerce passing to the southward of the Grand Bank; not meet— 
ing with anything in this direction except American vessels 
from Lisbon ani Cadiz, I next pursued a route to the southward 
on a paralls). vith the eastern edge of the Grand Bank, so as 
to cross the tracks of his West India, Halifax, Quebeck, and 
St. John's traces. In this route experiencing constant thick 
fogs.for a number of days and not meeting anything, after reach- 

ing the latit:<e of 48 N. I stcered to the S. EB. towards tho 

@& Azores, off which, in differont directions, I continued until 
the 6th of June, without. meeting a single enomy's vessel or any 

others except two Americans. At this timo falling in with an 
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American ship bound to Cadiz, and receiving information that 
she had, four days before, passed an enemy's convoy from the 
West Indies, bound to England, I crowded sail to the N. #. ard 
although disappointed in falling in with the convoy, I never- 
theless made four captures, between the 9th and 13th of June. 


Being now in the lat. of 46 Ns and long. 28 W. I deter— 
mined on going into the North sea, and accordingly shaped a 
course that efforded a prospect of falling in with vessels 
bound to Newfoundland from wt. George's Channel by the way of 
Cape Clear, as well as others that might pass north about to 
the northward of Ireland; to my astonishment however, in all 
this route I did not meet with a single vessel, until I made 
the Shetland Islands, even.off thore nothing but-Danish vessels 
trading’ to England under British licenses. At the time I 
reached the Shetland Islands, a considerable portion of my 
provisions and water being expended it became necessary to 
replenish these previous to determining what course to pursue 
next; and I accordingly for that purpose, put into iiorth Bergen 
on the 27th of June, but much to my surprise and disappointment 
was not able to obtain anything but water, there being an un- 
usual scarcity of bread in every part of Norway, and at the 
time not more in Bergen than a bare sufficiency for its inhabi- 
tants for four or five weeks. This being the case, after re— 
plenishing my water, I departed on the 2nd of July, and stretch— 
ed over towards Orkney Islands, and from thence towards the 
North Cape for the purpose of intercepting a convoy of £5 or 30 
gail, which it was said would leave Archangel about the meddle 
of July under the protection of two brigs or two sloops of war, 
and which was further confirmed by two vessels I captured on 
the 13th and 18th of the same month. In this object however 
the enemy: had the good fortune to disappoint me, by a lino of 
battle ship and a frigate making appearance off the North Cape 
on the 19th of July, just as I was in momentary expectation 
of meeting the convoy; on the first discovering tho enemy's 
two ships of war, not being ablo owing to the haziness of.the 
weathor, to ascertain there character with precision, I stood 
towards thom until making out what thoy were, I hauled by tho 
wind on the opposito tack to avoid thom; but owing to faint, 
variablo winds, calms and daylight (tho sun in that lat. at 
that soason appoaring at midnight sovoral dogroes above tho 
horizon) they woro onabled to continue the chase upwards of 
80 hours; during which timo, owing, to differont changos of 
the wind in their favor, thoy woro brought quite as noar to us 
as was desirablo. at the timo of mooting with tho onomy's two 

ships tho schr. Scourge, of Now York, which I had fallon-in 
with tho day boforo, was in company but thoir attontion was so 
much ongrossod by tho Prosidont that thoy pormittod the Scourge 
to oscapo without appoaring to ‘take any notice of hor. — 
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Boing thus disappointod in mecting with tho convoy and 
still furthor portion of my provisions boing oxpondod, I dotor— 
mined to proeced to a more wostorly station, and accordingly 
stocred to gain tho direction of tho trado passing out and into 
the Irish channol. Im this position hetweon tho 2tth of July 
and tho 2d of Sugust, I mado throoe captures, when finding that 
the enemy had a suporior force in that vicinity, I found it 
oxpedicnt to chango my ground; and after taking a circuit round 
Iroland, and gotting into tho latitude of Capo Clear, stoorod 
for tho banks of Nowfoundland, noar to which I mado two cap— 
tures, and dy the lattor one found that Bollerophon 74 and 
Hyporion f-izatoe woro on tho ocastern part of tho Bank, and only 
@ few miles tc tho wostward of mc; I howover did not fall in 
with thom. From tho castorn cdgo of the Grand Bank, to which 
I had boat ail the way from the N. W. coast of Irolarid (tho 
wind having prevailod without intermission, from tho lst of 
August to the middle of Sopt. from wost to southwest) I stecred 
for tho U. Siatos, without sooing a single vossel of any kind 
until the 224 of the prosont month, being near the south Shoal 
of Nantuckct, I met with a Swedish brig and an American cartel 
(the Russia: ship Hoffnung) from London, bound to New Bedford, 


By this time my provisions, and particularly bread, was 
s0 nearly consumed as to make it indispensably necessary that 
I should put into the first convenient port for gaining the 
requisite information of the ¢isposition of the onemy's cruizers 
as could enable me to stcer cloar of a suporior force; and this 
I wes enablod to do in @ manner which I shall communicate in 
another lettcr. On the twenty-third instant I captured his 
Britannic majosty's schooner High Flyer (tender to Admiral War— 
ren) with which vessel I now have to inform you of my arrival 
at this port. 


Annoxod is a list of vossels captured and destroyed, in 
which made 271 prisoners. I have now, however, only 55 priso- 
nors on board having sent to England on parolo 78 in the Duko 
of Montrose; 76 in tho Greanland ship Eliza Swan, and 62 in the 
barquo Lion, of Liverpool. 


During my cruise, although I have not had it in my power 
to add any additional lustre to the character ef our little 
navy, I havo iovortheloss rondored essential service to my 
country, I hope, by harassing tho onemy's commorce, and employ 
ed to his dis2cvantage moro than a dozen times the forco of a 
single frigatoa. 


My officors and crew have oxperionced great privations 
since I loft the United Statos, from boing noarly five months 
et soa and living tho last throo months of that timo upon & 
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scanty allowance of the roughest fare - and it is with partic- 
ular pleasure I acquaint you that they are all in better health 
than might be expected, although you may well suppose that ° 
their scanty allowance has not been cf any advantage to their 
strength or appearance. 


The Highflyer was commanded by iseutenent Hutchinson, 
second of the St. Domingo. She is a remarkable fine vessel 
of her class, sails very fast and would make an excellent light 
cruizer, provided the government have occasion for a vessel of 


Just at the moment of closing my letter, a newspaper has 
been handed me containing capt. Broke's challenge to my late 
Gallant friend capt. Lawrenee, in which he mentions with con= 
siderable emphasis, the pains "he had taken to meet the Presi- 
dent and tho Shannon and Tonedose 


It is unnecessary at present to take further notice of 
capt. Broke's observations than to say, if that was his. dispo- 
sition, his conduct was so glaringly opposite as to authorise 
&@ very contrary belief. Relative to captain Broke, I have only 
further to say that I hope he has not been so severely wounded 
as to make it a sufficient reason to prevent his reassuming 
the command of the.Shannon at a future daye 

I have the honor to be, &. 
JNO. RODGERS 
The Hon. William Jones, 
Secretary of the Navy, Washington 


List of vessels captured and destroyed. 


9th of June, brig Kitty, of Greenock, Robert Love, master, 
of 2 guns and 11 mon, from Newfoundland, bound to Alicant, 
(Spain) with a cargo codfish. Ordered her for France. 


10th June, packet brig Duke Montrose, «. G. Blowett, com= 
mander, of 2 guns and 34 mon, from Falmouth, bound to Halifax. 
Sent her to England as a cartel, with 78 prisonors 


Lith June. Lottor of Marque brig Maria, of Port Glasgow, 
(Scotland) John Bald, mastor, of 14 guns and 35 mon, from New- 
foundland, ae to agen with a cargo of codfish; ordered her 
for France. 


12th June. Scheoner Falcon, of Guernsey, John 
mastor, of 2 guns and 10 mon, from Newfoundland bound to Spain, 
with a cargo of cod fish ordered her for France. 
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July 12, Brg Jean and Ann, of Salt Coats, Rebert Caldvell, 


from Cork bound to archangel, in ballast took out her crow ard 
sunk her. 


July 18, Brig Daphne, of Whitby, William Gales, master, of 
& guns and 9 men, from South Shields bound to Archangel, in bal= 
last; took out her crew and sunk her. 


July 24, Ship Eliza Swan, of Montrose, John Young, master, 
of 8 guns and 48 men, from a Ureenland whaling voyage, bound to 


liontrose with fish blubber, ransomed her for 5000 pounds ster- 
ling. 


July 29, Brig Alert, of Peterhead, George Shand, mastor, 
from Archangel, bound to Oporto, (via England) with a cargo 
of pitch and tar =— took out tho crew and burnt her. 


August 2. Barque Lion of Liverpool, Thomas Hawkins master, 
of 8 guns and 52 mon, Greenland, whaling voyage, bound to Livor= 
pool, with fish blubber; ransomed for 3000 pounds sterling. 


august 30. Homaphrodite brig Shannon, of St. Kitts, John 
Perkins, mastcr, from St. Kitts, bound to London, with a cargo 
of rum, sugar and molasses; ordered her for tho United States. 


Sept 9. Brig Fly, of Burmuda, Jamos Bowoy master, of 6 
guns and nine men, from Jamaica bound to London, with a cargo 
of coffee; ordored her to the Unitod States. 


Sopt. 23d. His Britannic majesty's schoonor High Flyor, 
Lt. George Hutchinson commander, of 5 guns, 5 officers, -and 
34 mene 


PAINT COLOR SCHEME OF SAILING SHIPS 
Wayne Yarnall 


The modelors and roscarchers all seem to be up the same 
tree when it comes to deciding what color schemes wore used 
in painting the old woodon sailing ships. Whon in doubt, the 
imagination has boon used (in somo cases misused) rosulting 
in the ship being paintod in a very unlikoly mannor. 


Most of us have painting data availablo on a fow types 
of ships at least, and by consolidating this information we 
could offer somothing of real valuc to tho membors of tho 
Nautical Research Guild. With this in mind, if the members 
will send me any information concerning the colors of paint 
used on wooden sailing ships, I will prepare a tabulation of 
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the material assembled for presentation in a future issue of 
the Secretary's Monthly. Letter. 


The data should be set up as in the following example: 
ESSEX PINKY (1819-1820) 
Bottom (WL down) — Verdigris or mixture of pitch and tallow. 
WL to thick strake — Green 
Thick strake to rail cap — Black with yellow horizontal 
str ipe 


Any such information should be addressed to Mr. Wayne B. 
Yarnall, 875 Constitution Drive, R. D. #6, Pittsburgh 27, Pa. 


NOTICE 
IN APPRECIATION OF THE GENEROSITY OF MR. GORDON GRANT 


IN PREPARING DESIGNS FOR. THE LETTBRHBAD OF THE NAUTICAL RESEARCH 
GUILD, THE BOARD OF GOVARNORS 13 PLEASBD.TO ANNOUNCE HIS ELECTION 
TO HONORARY MHMBERSHIP. 4 


March 31, 1948 Harry D. Hamilton, 
Chairman of the Board 
of Governors,: 
Nautical Research Guild 


SECRETARY'S NOTES 


Mr. Bruce Grant sends the following item from Frederic 
Babcock's column “Among the Authors" appearing in the Chicago 
Sunday Tribune for March 21, 1948. . 

"Bruce Grant, author.of ‘Isaac Hull: Captain of Old 
Ironsides', writes us that a group of writers and ship: 
model builders have pooled their libraries and formed the 
Nautical Research Guild, with the idea of opening their 
1,000 titles to anyone wishing to do research on marine 
matters e « e e For further information, write Mr. Grant 
at 913 Forest Ave., uvanston, I11." 

Mr. Grant goes further and suggests that other members send 
similar notices to their local newspapers. The Sccretary will 
be happy to hear of any such action taken by other acetemaiety 


~ Mr Harry D. Hamilton advises me that he has on hand a 
number of application blanks for membership in the United States @ 
Naval Institute. The very nominal dues of $2.00 per year include 
a subscription to the "Proceedings". 
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To the usual hazards attending the publication of this 
naturé add a Model 1903 Memeograph and the publieation date 
is far from certain. Frequent dismantlings and trips to the 
workshop to make or repair parts are not unusual. Fortunately 
some of our members have been very co-operative in providing 
material for the "Letter" and a small backlog of articles is 
commencing to build up. -The need for additional contributions 
has not abated, however, and members are urged to send in 
notes, clippings, articles, etc. 


4 cut of Mr. Gordon Grant's design for the letterheads of 
the Nautical Research Guild has been received from the printer 
and we will probably be able to put it to use within the month. 


One of our next numbers, if not the next, will be devoted 
entirely to the frigate CONSTELLATION. Which number, depends 
on permissicn to use some photographs and other circumstances 
not immediately forseeable. Some very fine material on the 
CONSTELLATION is in the offing and it is hoped that members will 
submit furher information from their files. Now that the sub— 
ject of the CONSTELLATION'S rebuilding is being brought to the 
nation’s uttenvion, we feel that any contribution to the sum 
total of knowledge concerning her that the Nautical Research 
Guild can make is in order. 


An article in the Long Beach Press—Telegram states that 
another attempt is being made to raise the old windjammer SANTA 
CLARAe Several salvage outfits have lost money trying to re- 
float her. It will be interesting to see how the latest attempt 
progresses. An articlo on the SANTA CLARA and her latest salvor 
will appear in the “Lettor" whonever I find time to go down and 
vicw the works, - - 


NEW MEMBERS 


Mr. J. Ferroll Colton, of Flagstaff, Arizona. Mr. Colton 
has spent fifteen yoars at sea in Australian, Finnish and Amor- 
ican ships, both sail and stoam, in overy berth from Apprentice 
to Master. He is the author of LAST OF THE SQUARE—RIGGED SHIPS 
and has writton anothor ontitled SQUARE-RIGGED SHIPS SURVIVE in 
addition to erticles published in SEA BREEZES, BLUE PETER, and 
other periodicals. Mr. Colton also builds and ropairs ship 
modelse From the above titlos it is apparent that his particu- 
lar interest is in sailing vossols. 

Mr. Charlos M. Gay, of Philadelphia, Pennsylvania. Mr. Gay 
is Associate Director, in charge of Merine Transpertation at tho 
Franklin Instituto has a rather broad intorest including sailing 
ships, navigatian and shipbuilding. Ho wes formorly a Profossor 

® of Architecture at tho Univorsity of Ponnsylvania. Mr. Gay has 
boen ae ship modalor sinco boyhood. 
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Mr. Winthrep Prati, Jr., of Dorchcostor, Massachusetts is a 
profossional ship modoler who is interosted in anything to do 
with tho ago ef sail, ospecially 1&th and oarly 19th conturics 
Amorican.- He has boon building ship models for somo thirty yoars 
and for ton yoars was tho manager of the Ship Medel Department at 
Jamos Bliss & Co. In addition to rostoring, repairing and build— 
ing ship modols, Mr. Frétt is a water-colorist. at prosent he 
has a book on the ways, further notice of which, wikl appoar 
in the next number. ' 

Mr. John V. Naylor, ef Long Beach, California is a ship 
modolor spocializing in ships of the 19th cantury. At present 
he has a whaling schooner en the ways. Mr. Naylor has travelled 
oxtonsively at sea in all types of ships and has beon initiated 
inte the Solemn Mysteries of the Ancient Order of tho Deep and 
the Silent Mystories of the Fer Bast. 

Marine-'< Wiseum, ef Newport News, Virginia hardly noeds 
an introcr? ‘on to the roaders of those pages. Sufficicnt to 
say it ‘5 the finest marine musoum in our country. 


Gavola W- Paina, of New York City, operates a bookshop on 
55th st in books on marine subjects. Mrs. 
Paino has o%...30d to contribute occasional book notes for 
the "Letter", 
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QUERIES 


1. What rulo governs the size of a belaying pin? Wore 
mero than one size used on the samo vessel, and if so, whore 
and why? «cre they always the samo shape? 

2 Where is there a printed (or manuscript) rule for 
masting and sparring a ketch of the 17th or 18th conturies? 

3. Where is there any written (contemporary) authority 
fer the “tumble-home" type of gun—carriage aside from the one 
lone drawing by Humphreys shown by N. V. Brewington in the 
“American Neptune®. 

- 4. Is there-any proef that brass cannon were cast in 
this country during tho Revolution or the War of 1812? 
Winthrop Pratt, Jr., 112 Woodrow Ave., Derchester 24, Mass. 


Gan any reader assist in locating data and information 
on the devolopmont and history of the use of builder's half- 
models in the United States? I am in neod of the actual appli~ 
cation of the half-model, plus the name of the porson in the 
ship-yard or designer's office who constructed them. Any 
details of the methods usod in their construction would be of 
gBroat valuo. Tho only published reference I havo is Charlos Ke 
Stillman's "The Development of the Buildor's Half—hull Modol 
in America", published by the Marine Historical Association, 
Inc., at Mystic. Ct.. 

Wayno B. Yarnall, 875 Constitution Drive, R. D. 76, 
Pittsburgh 27, Fa. 
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